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Abstract

This study explores a novel integration of technology-based interactive learning
strategies in Al-Qur’an Hadith instruction at MTs Harsallakum Bengkulu. Unlike
traditional approaches that rely heavily on lecturing and memorization, this model
emphasizes active student engagement through digital tools such as interactive videos,
quizzes, and group discussions. Using a qualitative Classroom Action Research
(CAR) method over two cycles planning, implementation, observation, and reflection
data were collected via observations, interviews, documentation, and student
assessments. The findings reveal significant progress: student participation increased
from 12 to 24, average scores rose from 65 to 82, and notable improvements were
observed in enthusiasm, religious behavior, and teacher creativity. The novelty lies in
contextualizing Islamic learning with modern technology, making religious education
more relevant, participatory, and impactful. This approach not only enhances
academic performance but also strengthens Islamic character, demonstrating its
effectiveness in aligning traditional religious content with contemporary educational
practices.
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini mengusung pendekatan baru dalam pembelajaran Al-Qur’an Hadits
melalui integrasi strategi pembelajaran interaktif berbasis teknologi di MTs
Harsallakum Bengkulu. Berbeda dari model konvensional yang cenderung berpusat
pada ceramah dan hafalan, pendekatan ini menekankan keterlibatan aktif siswa
melalui media digital seperti video interaktif, kuis daring, dan diskusi kelompok.
Menggunakan metode Penelitian Tindakan Kelas (PTK) dalam dua siklus
perencanaan, pelaksanaan, observasi, dan refleks data dikumpulkan melalui
observasi, wawancara, dokumentasi, dan penilaian hasil belajar. Hasil menunjukkan
peningkatan signifikan: partisipasi siswa meningkat dari 12 menjadi 24 orang, nilai
rata-rata naik dari 65 menjadi 82, serta terjadi peningkatan antusiasme, perilaku
religius, dan kreativitas guru. Kebaruan (novelty) dari penelitian ini terletak pada
pemanfaatan teknologi dalam konteks pendidikan agama Islam, yang mampu
menjembatani antara nilai-nilai keislaman dan kebutuhan pembelajaran abad ke-21.
Pendekatan ini terbukti tidak hanya meningkatkan hasil belajar secara akademik,
tetapi juga membentuk karakter Islami yang lebih kuat melalui pembelajaran yang
kontekstual, menarik, dan partisipatif.

Kata kunci: strategi; interaktif; al-qur’a;, motivasi

447


mailto:1windaastuti0903@gmail.com

e-ISSN 2407-1803 | p-ISSN 1829-8702

Copyright (c) 2025 W Astuti, Nurlaili
https://journal.upgripnk.ac.id/index.php/edukasi/article/view/9457
DOI 10.31571/edukasi.v21i1.9457

INTRODUCTION

Education plays a fundamental role in shaping individual character and
advancing the progress of civilization. At the personal level, it cultivates moral
values, critical thinking, and ethical awareness essential for meaningful social
engagement. On a broader scale, education serves as the backbone of a cultured,
progressive society that is capable of adapting to the complexities of the modern
world. It is not merely a process of knowledge transmission, but also a means of
instilling universal values such as honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and empathy
values that are crucial for national development (Hermanto, 2022). The success of
a nation’s socio-economic and cultural advancement largely depends on the quality
of its educational system.

To optimize educational outcomes, the learning process must target the
holistic development of learners, encompassing cognitive, affective, and
psychomotor domains. In this regard, learning strategies play a vital role as
pedagogical tools used by educators to deliver content meaningfully and
effectively. Learning is no longer expected to be a one-way transfer from teacher to
student, but rather a dynamic, collaborative interaction involving multiple
stakeholders. Educators are expected to design adaptive, engaging instruction using
diverse resources to stimulate student motivation and active participation (Majid,
2012). In the context of Islamic Religious Education (IRE), selecting the
appropriate instructional strategies is crucial to not only deliver religious
knowledge, but also to internalize and actualize it in students' daily lives
(Manshuruddin, 2021).

Despite these ideals, the implementation of IRE particularly in Qur'an and
Hadith instruction at the Madrasah Tsanawiyah level continues to face numerous
challenges. The dominant instructional methods remain traditional, relying heavily
on lectures and rote memorization, with limited student engagement. Moreover, the
integration of instructional technology is still minimal, due to factors such as limited
infrastructure, teachers’ low digital literacy, and the lack of professional
development opportunities. These constraints have contributed to a decline in

student interest and difficulties in contextualizing Qur’anic values in real-life
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situations, thereby hindering the formation of strong Islamic character as intended
(Ansar et al., 2023).

As a response to these challenges, there is a growing need for innovative and
interactive learning approaches that bridge curricular demands, technological
developments, and the learning characteristics of today’s students. This includes the
integration of digital tools such as projectors, educational videos, online platforms,
and other interactive media that can enhance student involvement in the learning
process. Qur’an and Hadith instruction should not only focus on knowledge
acquisition, but also aim to foster affective and psychomotor competencies enabling
students to understand, embody, and apply Islamic values in everyday life.
Innovative learning environments contribute to a more engaging and emotionally
resonant experience, making religious values more relevant and relatable to
students (Olivia et al., 2024).

Based on this context, the present study aims to identify and develop an
innovative, interactive learning model specifically for Qur’an and Hadith
instruction in Madrasah Tsanawiyah. This research focuses on MTs Harsallakum
Bengkulu, an Islamic educational institution committed to improving the quality of
religious instruction, yet still facing challenges in implementing effective, engaging
teaching strategies. Preliminary observations revealed that the existing instructional
approach remains largely conventional, dominated by lecturing and memorization,
with minimal use of technology or student-centered methods. Technological
integration is still limited due to infrastructural barriers and insufficient teacher
training. Consequently, student motivation and comprehension of Qur’anic values
remain low.

The novelty of this study lies in the contextualized integration of digital
interactive tools within Islamic education, specifically in Qur’an and Hadith
instruction—a field that has received limited attention in digital pedagogical
innovation. The enhancement of Learning Outcomes (LO) was essential, as
preliminary classroom observations revealed that students’ understanding of
Qur’anic and Hadith concepts tended to be superficial, relying heavily on rote

memorization without contextual interpretation. In addition, minimal digital

449


https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?xxFu09
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?OFsBZA

e-ISSN 2407-1803 | p-ISSN 1829-8702

Copyright (c) 2025 W Astuti, Nurlaili
https://journal.upgripnk.ac.id/index.php/edukasi/article/view/9457
DOI 10.31571/edukasi.v21i1.9457

engagement and teacher-centered instructional methods limited students’
motivation and participation. To address these issues, this research designed and
implemented an innovative learning model that combines technology, active
student engagement, and reinforcement of religious values. Empirical evidence
from two action research cycles demonstrated notable progress: active participation
rose from 40% to 80%, average comprehension scores improved from 65 to 82, and
observable growth occurred in enthusiasm, religious conduct, and teacher
creativity. These findings confirm that the integration of digital interactive
strategies effectively enhances both cognitive and affective learning domains.
Moreover, the model not only elevates learning outcomes at MTs Harsallakum but
also serves as a replicable framework for other Islamic schools striving to
modernize pedagogical practices while maintaining spiritual integrity. Ultimately,
the study contributes to fostering deeper Qur’anic comprehension, strengthening
students’ religious character, and preparing them to navigate the moral and

intellectual challenges of contemporary society.

METHODS

This study employed a qualitative approach using the Classroom Action
Research (CAR) method to design, implement, and evaluate a technology-based
interactive learning strategy in the instruction of Qur’an and Hadith at MTs
Harsallakum Bengkulu. The research was conducted in multiple cycles, each
comprising four distinct phases: planning, implementation, observation, and
reflection. The participants included a Qur’an and Hadith teacher and eighth-grade
students enrolled in the subject.

Data were collected through various qualitative techniques, including direct
classroom observations, semi-structured interviews with teachers and students,
documentation of learning activities, and formative assessments to evaluate
learning outcomes. The use of triangulated data sources ensured the validity and
credibility of the findings. The qualitative data were analyzed using an interactive
model involving data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification
in each cycle. Data reduction was conducted by organizing and summarizing field
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notes, interview transcripts, and assessment results to identify relevant themes. The
reduced data were then displayed in narrative and tabular forms to highlight
observable changes in participation, achievement, enthusiasm, religious behavior,
and teacher creativity.

This Classroom Action Research (CAR) was designed to be completed within
two cycles because the improvement targets established at the outset were achieved
by the end of the second cycle. The indicators of success in this study included: (1)
an increase in active student participation to at least 75% of the class, (2) a rise in
the average Qur’an—Hadith comprehension score to a minimum of 80, (3) a
noticeable enhancement in students’ enthusiasm and questioning behavior during
learning activities, (4) consistent demonstration of religiously grounded conduct
such as discipline and respect, and (5) an increase in teacher creativity through the
varied use of instructional methods and media. By the end of Cycle 11, all these
indicators had been met, demonstrating that the implemented interactive learning
strategy effectively improved both cognitive and affective aspects of learning.
Consequently, further cycles were deemed unnecessary.

The methodology was designed not only to measure academic achievement
but also to capture shifts in student participation, enthusiasm, religious behavior,
and teacher creativity providing a holistic evaluation of the learning model. This
iterative process aligns with the action research framework, allowing for continuous
refinement and contextual adaptation of the instructional strategy within a real

classroom setting.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The observational data were systematically collected using structured
observation sheets to capture the frequency and quality of student behaviors during
classroom activities, including participation, responsiveness, collaboration, and
engagement with learning media. The data were analyzed descriptively to compare
behavioral patterns across the pre-cycle, Cycle I, and Cycle Il, enabling the
identification of progressive changes in classroom dynamics. This approach is

consistent with prior studies highlighting the value of structured observation in
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examining classroom engagement and competency-based learning (Haddad &
Saade, 2024; Oh et al., 2024; Holly, Porter, & Vitale, 2024).

The impact of interactive learning strategies was examined across five key
dimensions: student participation, academic achievement, learning enthusiasm,
religious behavior, and teacher creativity. Figure 1 presents the number of students
actively engaged in Qur’an and Hadith instruction before the CAR, in Cycle I, and
in Cycle 1, based on data obtained from the Student Activity Observation Sheet
through direct classroom observation.

Trend of Active Student Participation Across Cycles
24}

22
20
18}

16

Number of Active Students

14}

12}
Before CAR Cycle | Cycle I
Research Cycle

Figure 1 Trend of Active Student Participation Across Cycles

Figure 1 demonstrates a consistent increase in active student participation in
Qur’an and Hadith learning, rising from 12 of 30 students (40%) before the
Classroom Action Research (CAR) to 18 (60%) in Cycle | and 24 (80%) in Cycle
I1, as documented through the Student Activity Observation Sheet. This sustained
improvement reflects not only quantitative gains but also qualitative behavioral
changes, progressing from passive participation before the intervention to
responsive engagement in Cycle | and spontaneous, independent collaboration in
Cycle Il. The findings support Ceylan and Comoglu (2024), who argue that
collaborative and goal-oriented learning fosters sustained engagement through
structured interaction. The interactive strategies employed—combining group
discussions, open-ended questioning, and digital media integration—expanded
opportunities for student contribution and supported less confident learners,

aligning with socio-constructivist perspectives emphasizing collaboration and
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meaningful digital interaction (Akmansyah, 2024; Hapsari et al., 2023; Lopez-
Alonso et al., 2010). This approach also reflects the objectives of Qur’an and Hadith
education in cultivating knowledgeable and socially responsible learners (Basir et
al., 2022) and is consistent with evidence on the effectiveness of media-integrated
instruction in enhancing engagement (Chen & Jiang, 2022; Alelaimat et al., 2020).
The parallel improvements in enthusiasm, questioning behavior, and
responsiveness to visual media indicate deeper cognitive and affective engagement,
supporting Ibanez and Pentang (2021) findings on the role of socio-constructivist
environments in promoting active and prosocial participation. These results
demonstrate that intentionally designed, media-rich interactive strategies can
substantially transform student engagement in Islamic education, although further
methodological refinements may enhance data reliability. Building on these
engagement gains, the following chart illustrates improvements in students’
academic understanding as reflected in formative assessment scores.

This chart presents the improvement in students’ average formative
assessment scores across each cycle. The data were obtained through Formative
Assessments designed to measure students’ understanding of Qur’an and Hadith
content.

Gr5c1yvth in Teacher Creativity: Methods and Media Used
mmm Teaching Methods

Instructional Media
4t

3t

Number
N

[

Before CAR Cycle | Cycle Il
Research Cycle

Figure 2 Improvement in Qur’an—Hadith Comprehension Scores

The chart shows a substantial increase in students’ average formative
assessment scores, rising from 65 before the intervention to 82 by the end of Cycle
Il. These gains indicate both quantitative improvement and a deeper level of

comprehension of Qur’an and Hadith content, suggesting that the instructional
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approach supported cumulative learning through progressive conceptual
scaffolding. A key contributor to this improvement was the integration of video-
based learning and interactive online quizzes, which provided multimodal
representations that connected abstract religious concepts to real-life contexts,
consistent with prior findings on technology-enhanced Islamic learning (Muttagin
& Rohim, 2022; Ahmadi & Khoiriyah, 2020; Anggraeni & Maryanti, 2021). This
trend also aligns with socio-constructivist perspectives emphasizing contextual
learning and active interaction, where immediate feedback from online quizzes
supports comprehension and engagement, despite limitations in assessing open-
ended responses (Cekic, 2021). By actively engaging with digital materials and
applying their meanings in discussion and practice, students demonstrated not only
improved knowledge acquisition but also the ability to internalize religious
principles in decision-making and behavior.

The visualization below shows the development of three learning
environment indicators: enthusiasm, question-asking activity, and response to
visual media. Data were collected through the Learning Environment Observation
Sheet, which combined direct classroom observations and documentation of
learning activities.

Increase in Students Demonstrating Religious Behavior

26 [ —e— Minimum
24} —e— Maximum
22F
20t
18
16
14
12}

10
Before CAR Cycle | Cycle Il
Research Cycle

Figure 3. Progress of Learning Environment Indicators
The observed increases in learning enthusiasm, question-asking frequency,

Number of Students

and responsiveness to visual media indicate a more engaging and motivating
classroom environment (Datunsolang & Amiruddin, 2023; Khoriyah & Muhid,

2022). This trend is consistent with findings by Anggraeni and Maryanti (2021),
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who reported that video-based learning media enhance students’ focus and
engagement in Islamic Religious Education, and with socio-constructivist
perspectives highlighting the role of interaction in fostering activeness, prosocial
behavior, and conceptual understanding (Ibanez & Pentang, 2021). Observational
evidence showed that enthusiasm was reflected in sustained attentiveness, increased
eye contact, and active participation, while question-asking became more frequent
and relevant, and responsiveness to visual media was evident through verbal
reactions and follow-up questions, indicating behavioral rather than self-reported
improvements (Yang & Zhang, 2024). The use of visual media functioned as both
a cognitive scaffold and an affective stimulus, supporting comprehension of
abstract religious concepts and stimulating curiosity, in line with Chen and Jiang
(2022), and reinforcing evidence that interactive formative tasks contribute to
academic engagement and performance.

The following figure depicts the range of students consistently demonstrating
behaviors aligned with Islamic values, such as discipline, respect, and
responsibility. Data were derived from the Religious Behavior Observation Sheet
and supported by semi-structured interviews with teachers and students.

Impro%%ment in Qur'an-Hadith Comprehension Scores

80
60

40

Average Score

201

Before CAR Cycle | Cycle ll
Research Cycle

Figure 4 Increase in Students Demonstrating Religious Behavior

Observational and interview data indicate a clear increase in students’
religiously grounded behaviors in daily school interactions, demonstrating that the
integration of Islamic values in Qur’an—Hadith instruction actively shapes students’

attitudes and decision-making rather than remaining theoretical. These findings
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support value-based education perspectives emphasizing character formation and
moral consistency (Ritonga et al., 2025) and align with evidence that Qur’anic and
Hadith-based instruction contributes to the development of a knowledgeable and
morally responsible generation (Basir et al., 2022). Interviews further revealed that
students internalized these values through teacher modeling, peer interaction, and
contextualized classroom practices, reflecting socio-constructivist views that moral
learning is strengthened in interactive environments (Ibanez & Pentang, 2021). The
consistency of observed behaviors was corroborated through qualitative interview
data used to triangulate observational findings, enhancing the validity of the results
(Schlunegger et al., 2024; Morgan, 2024). Collectively, these outcomes suggest that
embedding Islamic values within instructional design supports sustained character
development beyond the classroom context.

This chart displays the progression in the number of teaching methods and
instructional media used by the teacher in each cycle. Data were obtained through
the Teacher Strategy and Media Observation Sheet, sourced from documentation of

classroom learning activities.

5 Progress of Learning Environment Indicators
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Figure 5 Growth in Teacher Creativity: Methods and Media Used

The documented increase in instructional methods and learning media reflects
not only the teacher’s creativity but also pedagogical adaptability in addressing
students’ evolving needs, consistent with interactive learning principles that
emphasize strategy variation to sustain engagement and deepen comprehension

(Ritonga et al., 2025). The expanded use of video-based resources, online quizzes,
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and collaborative platforms aligns with evidence that well-integrated digital
formative tools enhance feedback quality, learning analytics, and student
motivation (Cekic, 2021), and supports findings that video-based media in Islamic
Religious Education improve focus and accessibility of abstract concepts when
quality standards are maintained (Anggraeni & Maryanti, 2021). By diversifying
instructional approaches, the teacher applied socio-constructivist principles through
multimodal interaction and varied learning representations (Ibanez & Pentang,
2021; Lopez-Alonso et al., 2010), fostering more student-centered Qur’an—Hadith
learning experiences.

Overall, the observational data were analyzed descriptively by identifying
behavioral trends and changes across cycles, supported by graphical representations
to enhance clarity rather than replace narrative interpretation.

Table 1 Development of Learning Aspects in Qur’an—Hadith Instruction
Across Research Cycles

No Learning Aspect ~Measurement Indicator ~ ociore  Cyele Cycle

CAR I I
Student Number of actively engaged
1 Participation students (out of 30) 12 18 24
5 Qur an—Hadl_th Average score on formative 65 75 82
Comprehension assessments
3 Lear_nlng Enthusiasm (scale 1-5) 2 35 42
Environment
Question-asking activity
(scale 1-5) 15 3 4
Response to visual media
(scale 1-5) 2 4 4.5
4 Religious Character Stu_d_ents (_jemonstratlng 10-12 1893 2326
Development religious behavior
5 Teacher _Creat|V|ty Instr_uctlonal methods 1 method 3 4
in Instruction applied
Types of learning media used 1 medium 3 4
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Table 1 summarizes consistent improvements across all learning aspects from
the pre-cycle to Cycle II, including student participation, Qur’an—Hadith
comprehension, learning environment, religious character development, and
teacher creativity. These findings indicate that the interactive and media-integrated
instructional strategies effectively enhanced both classroom dynamics and learning

outcomes, providing a clear basis for the study’s conclusions.

CONCLUSION

The implementation of an interactive, technology-based, and engaging
learning strategy proved effective in improving not only students’ academic
achievement but also affective dimensions such as motivation, enthusiasm,
religious behavior, and active participation. The observed enhancements in
engagement, formative assessment scores, learning atmosphere, religious character,
and teacher creativity indicate that experiential and technology-integrated learning
models create an inclusive, dynamic, and enjoyable learning environment. These
findings confirm that pedagogical innovations grounded in interactive and media-
rich approaches, when aligned with Islamic educational values, can simultaneously
strengthen cognitive understanding and character development, thereby

contributing meaningfully to the overall quality of Qur’an and Hadith instruction.
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